
2008 Finalists 
Indiana Teacher of the Year 

 
Timothy W. Arnold 
Grade 7/Social Studies 
Grade 11/ History 
Nettle Creek School Corporation 
Hagerstown Junior/Senior High School 
Mark Childs, principal 
Joe Backmeyer, superintendent 
 
BS – Indiana University 
MA – Ball State University 
 

Christopher G. Cavanaugh 
Grades 9-12/Honors American History 
Government, AP Government 
Plainfield Community School Corporation 
Plainfield High School 
Scott Olinger, principal 
Dr. Jerry Holifield, superintendent 
 
AS – Vincennes University 
BA – Indiana University 
MA – Butler University 
 

Jill Marie Jennings 
Grade 8/Mathematics 
Center Grove Community School Corporation 
Center Grove Middle School 
Jack Parker, principal 
Dr. Steven Stephanoff, superintendent 
 
BS – Ball State University 
MA – Indiana Wesleyan University 
 

Daniel R. Kuznik 
Grades 9-12/Mathematics 
MSD of Pike Township 
Pike High School Freshman Center 
Shawn Smith, principal 
Nathaniel Jones, superintendent 
 
BS – Valparaiso University 
MA – Indiana Wesleyan University 
 

Kathleen C. Miller 
Grade 2 
South Bend Community School Corporation 
Warren Primary Center 
Becky Bartlett, principal 
Dr. Robert Zimmerman, superintendent 
 
BS – Indiana University at South Bend 
MS – Indiana University at South Bend 
 

Janice Mitchener 
Grades 9-12/Mathematics 
Carmel Clay Schools 
Carmel High School 
John Williams, principal 
Dr. Barbara Underwood, superintendent 
 
BS- Purdue University 
MS – IUPUI 
  

Wendolyn Janel Natalie 
Multiage Program 
Avon Community School Corporation 
Hickory Elementary 
Marilyn Mulligan, principal 
Dr. Timothy Ogle, superintendent 
 
BS – Indiana University 
MS – Indiana University 
 

Alanna C. Oatts 
Grade 5 
Fort Wayne Community Schools 
Waynedale Elementary School 
Kent Martz, principal 
Dr. Wendy Robinson, superintendent 
  
BS – Ball State University 
MA – Indiana Wesleyan University, Fort Wayne 
 

Maribeth Smith 
Grades K-5/Music 
MSD of Washington Township 
Harcourt Elementary School 
Cateena Johnson, principal 
Dr. James Mervilde, superintendent 
 
BS – Indiana State University 
MS – Indiana Wesleyan University 
 

Nanette G. Wiseman 
Grades 1-4/Academic Coach 
MSD of Decatur Township 
Valley Mills Elementary School 
Carl Benson, principal 
Don Stinson, superintendent 
 
BS – Indiana University Southeast, New Albany 
MS – Butler University 

 




